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The Reagan adminstration welcomes 
to Washington today the man who might 
with great accuracy be called “the 
father of Middle East terrorists." 

As the leader of the notorious Stern 
Gang, Yitzhak Shamir ordered the 
murders of over 300 Arabs, Jews and 
Britons - including 90 killed in the 
destruction of the King David Hotel on 
July 22, 1946. 

The Gang shocked the world and 
“outraged their fellow Jews," according 
to reports at that time, when it kidnaped 
and hanged two British sergeants, then 
booby-trapped the bodies. The hangings 
were reprisals for the execution of a 
Stern member by authorities, after a 
trial and all appeals had been 
exhausted. Among those outraged by 
Mr. Shamir’s atrocities was Israel's 
first prime minister, David ben-Gurion. 

When Mr. Shamir sent his thugs to 
join the massacre in the sleeping Arab 
village of Deir Yassin, he earned the 
disgust of the “regular" Haganah 
officers when they arrived on the scene. 
According to Jewish sources, the 
International Red Cross and three 
separate reports by British authorities, 
rape and mutilation by the attackers 
were routine. Babies and pregnant 
mothers were numbered among the 274 
found dead. 

It was the Stern Gang that was given 
“credit" for the assassination of 
England’s minister of state for the 
Middle East. Lord Moyne’s slaying took 
place in 1944, while the war against 
Hitler was still being fought. 

Four years later, after Israel’s inde- 
pendence had been secured, it was Mr. 
Shamir who ordered the cold-blooded 
murder of United Nations mediator 
Folke Bemadotte, who was on his way to 
a meeting with Dov Joseph, Mr. ben- 
Gurion’s representative in Jerusalem in 
September 1946. The reason for Count 
Bernadotte’s murder? Mr. Shamir and 
his cohorts feared the Holy City might 
be placed under international status. 
They didn’t trust Mr. ben-Gurion to look 
out for Israel’s best interests. 

Yitzhak Shamir’s elevation to the 
chair once held by the revered David 
ben-Gurion is the most telling com- 
mentary on how far Israel has fallen 
from humanity’s early hopes for the 
Jewish state. As prime minister, the 
one-time Stern Gang chief will preside 
over than nation's 40th anni versary 




celebrations next month. 

Meantime, there is this messy busi- 
ness of the uprising in territories Israel 
continues to occupy in defiance of world 
opinion, specific United Nations 
resolutions and the sometime urging of 
its single steadfast ally, the United 
States. 

Before coming to Washington, Mr. 
Shamir made clear his position has not 
altered in 40 years, not since he ordered 
the U.N. mediator’s death, lest negoti- 
ations yeild territory for the prospect of 
a settled peace. He holds steadfast to 
the zealotry that all of ancient Israel’s 
former conquests belong, by Biblical 
right, to the new nation. 

Far from yielding Gaza and the West 
Bank (which they divide into its two old 
names, Judah and Samaria), Mr. 
Shamir and his ideological confederates 
feel they have a right to parts of present- 
day Syria and Jordan. 

While the prime minister has never 
made an official statement of his lusting 
for his neighbor’s property, West Bank 
settlers spoke openly to Israeli author 
David Grossman. In his book, “Yellow 
Wind," he quotes men who proclaim 
their intention to occupy the ancient 
Bashan, Gilead and Gilan. They can 
only be acquired by another war. 

While this dream of modern Israel one 



day spreading as far as its antique 
predecessor’s farthest reach once was 
shared by Mr. ben-Gurion and former 
prime minister Menahem Begin. Both 
men accepted modern reality after 
leaving office. Furthermore, Mr. Begin 
earned the Nobel Prize by restoring 
Egypt's Sinai to its legal owners, a move 
his current successor fought at every 
turn. 

In attempting to reason with Mr. 
Shamir, Secretary of State George 
Shultz must contend with both that 
dream and the man’s bloody record. 

The dream prevents the Israeli prime 
minister from considering any plan that 
could end the the present uprising by 
granting a Palestinian homeland, how- 
ever limited in its independence from 
Israeli control. 

As his past demonstrates, Yitzhak 
Shamir has no reluctance to use any 
means at his disposal to achieve his 
ends. There can be no doubt that he is a 
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